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PROCEEDINGS OF SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES. 

Boston Society of Natural History. — March 19th. — Dr. H. 
V. Wilson read a paper, On the Formation of the Alimentary Canal 
and the Lateral Line in Teleosts. Photographs of the spinning work 
of spiders were exhibited by Mr. Horace P. Chandler, and remarks on 
the same were made by Mr. J. H. Emerton. — J. Walter Fewkes, Sec. 

Biological Society of Washington.— April 19th.— The follow- 
ing communications were read : Dr. W. H. Dall — Exhibition of Orig- 
inal Drawings of the Fur Seal aiid Steller's Sea Cow, executed by a 
member of Behring's Expedition of 1742; Dr. C. Hart Merriam — 
Historical Review of the Faunal and Flora Divisions that have been 
proposed for North America ; Prof. Jos. F. James — On "Variation, with 
special reference to certain Paleozoic Genera ; Mr. B. T. Galloway — 
Observations on the Flora of Missouri ; Mr. C. L. Hopkins — Charac- 
teristic Vegetation of the Cliff Dwellers Cafion near Flag Staff, Arizona. 

May 3d. — The following communications were read : Dr. Robert 
Reyburn — The Life History of Micro-organisms, with its Relation to 
the Theory of Evolution ; Dr. George Vasey — A New Grass Genus ; 
Prof. W. H. Seaman — The Place of Biology in Public School Instruc- 
tion ; Mr. F. A. Lucas -The Present Status of the Aurochs. 

May 1 7th. — The following communications were read : Dr. Erwin 
F. Smith — A New Species of the Genus Aphis ; Mr. T. S. Palmer — 
Some Early Views of the Geographical Distribution of Species ; Mr. 
Frederick W. True. — Exhibition of a Specimen of Lophiomys imhausii, 
a rare and remarkable Rodent from Africa ; Prof. W. H. Seaman — 
The Place of Biology in Public School Instruction. — Frederick A. 
Lucas, Secretary. 

Archaeological Association of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania. — April 25th. — Dr. C. C. Abbott, Curator of the Museum, 
read a paper on Implements from the Workshop of a Prehistoric Cop- 
persmith. 

The Indiana Academy of Science began its spring meeting at 
Greencastle, Indiana, Thursday evening, May 8. Prof. C. A. Waldo 
presided. Prof. C. Leo Mees delivered an address upon " Inertia, 
with reference to Electricity. ' ' Friday was devoted to an excursion 
to Fern Cliff, an interesting region some miles from Greencastle. In 
the evening a number of short accounts were given of the experiences 
of the day, with discussion of the local natural history. The speakers 
were Profs. J. C. Arthur, C. A. Dryer, C. W. Hargitt, Stanley Coulter, 
D. H. Campbell, C. A. Waldo, and O. P. Jenkins. Dr. J. P. D. John 



596 The American Naturalist. [June, 

presided. Saturday the members visited Eel River Falls. The Acad- 
emy was hospitably entertained by the citizens of Greencastle. 

Chicago Academy of Sciences. — April 8th. — Lieut. F. M. Beall, 
Signal Officer U. S. A., presented a paper : "The Recent Cyclone 
and its Attending Tornadoes." — C. E. Webster, Recorder. 

Proceedings of the Natural Science Association of Staten 
Island. — April 10, 1890. — Mr. Ira K. Morris presented a brass spur, 
of Spanish fashion, which was lately plowed up on the Poor House 
farm, and read the following paper in connection with it : 

This spur was found by one of the workmen on the county farm, 
while ploughing, in February last. It is composed of solid brass, and 
the wheel must have originally been at least one and a-half inches in 
diameter. Much surprise is expressed by Staten Islanders at the find- 
ing of a spur of its pattern in such an out-of-the-way place. Yet, it 
seems possible to trace its simple history. 

During the Revolution there stood a small Holland cottage, built of 
stone, and with long, sloping roof, on or near the spot where the 
County Alms House is now located. The story is handed down to us 
that it was occupied by a sturdy patriot whose open hatred for royalty 
and whose unfriendliness to the British soldiers gave considerable an- 
noyance to General Howe, who directed that a guard must be placed 
upon the premises until some breach should be committed sufficient to 
cause his arrest. 

The mounted patrol of the Island was under the command of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Simcoe, of the " Queen's Rangers," and it is said that 
that notorious officer frequently visited the old cottage, not so much 
to test the loyalty or watch the movements of its owner, as to enjoy the 
companionship 'of his beautiful daughter. 

Colonel Simcoe did not dress strictly in accordanee with the British 
army regulations, and I have seen a portrait of him in which he wore 
the Spanish spur, with its large wheel. Appreciating, as he must have, 
the superiority of this spur over the small, fine wheel worn by the 
Englishmen, it is only reasonable to assume that his men were provided 
with it also. During the exciting period following the earnest appeal 
of Colonel Aaron Burr to General Washington, to besiege the fortifica- 
tions on Staten Island, especially at "Richmond towne," a detail of 
Simcoe's mounted men was made daily for many months. Skirmishes 
frequently occurred near the old cottage, between American troops 
from New Jersey and the " Rangers " and their native Tory friends. 

It was near the close of the war that the severest, and from what we 
now know, the last skirmish occurred in that vicinity. During a 
severe storm, and under the cover of intense darkness, a detachment 
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of Americans crossed the Kills, and losing their way, wandered about 
for some time until attracted by a light in the window of the old cot- 
tage. Simcoe's men were lurking about the premises at the time, and 
listened to the directions given by its occupant concerning the where- 
abouts of the British soldiery. 

As soon as the Americans had departed Simcoe's subordinate en- 
tered the cottage and informed the unfortunate man what he had 
seen and heard, at the same time stating that he had authority to exe- 
cute him without trial or delay. The man appealed for mercy until 
he could acquaint General Howe (who was renowned for his leniency 
and kindheartedness) of the facts, and the daughter prayed for an 
interview with Colonel Simcoe, whom she believed would save her 
father's life. But justice and mercy were unknown among the brutal 
"Queen's Rangers," from the Lieutenant-Colonel down to the hum- 
blest private ; yet they well suspected the influence that the pretty 
girl might exercise under the existing circumstances. As " murder " 
and " plunder" were ever the watchwords of that infamous organiza 
tion, there seemed to be no time to lose. The guard drew near, with 
the exception of the pickets, and, with the assistance of ever-willing 
Tories, all the occupants of the cottage were pinioned to their chairs. 
The husband and father was taken out to a tree, a rope quickly placed 
around his neck, and in a few seconds he was suspended from a limb, 
and his soul was hurled into eternity. The tree on which this execu- 
tion took place stood in front of the old "farmer's house" on the 
county farm, and I once conversed with an an old Staten Islander 
who remembered it well. Decayed and worm-eaten, it could no longer 
bear its own weight, and it fell to the ground in a terrible wind storm 
that swept over the Island about 1827. 

The " Spanish " spur, as it is called to day, and of which this relic 
is a fair specimen, is not an invention of the Spaniards. In a cum- 
brous form it bears equal date with the establishment of battle armor, 
such as was used by the Egyptians considerably more than ten cen- 
turies before the Christian era. During the Crusades — the third, if I 
mistake not — the spur was "remodeled " by order of Cceur de Lion, 
and made in the exact style of the relic here presented. About two 
centuries ago the "changers of fashion " thought it too heavy for 
light riding, and the English spur, with its small wheel and thin foot- 
piece, was substituted. In Spain and other European countries, as 
well as in Mexico and the Western States of our own country, the 
Spanish spur is used almost exclusively. 

Although there is a popular belief to the contrary, it is far less 
"cruel" than the fine English spur. A horse once well broken to its 
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use need only to hear the familiar "clink," "clink," as his rider 
paces beside him, before mounting, to go for half a day at a time with- 
out necessitating its use. 

It is with pleasure that this relic, mystical though its history may be, 
is presented to the Association. While its true story may never be 
told, it is nevertheless safe to assume that it played its part in the grand 
drama that shook the world in " the days that tried men's souls. 

A specimen of the violet spotted salamander (Amblystoma punc- 
tatum) was shown, in which the tail was bifurcated, each branch being 
about half an inch in length. It was captured by Mr. John Tynan in 
the Snug Harbor woods, and presented to the Association. 



SCIENTIFIC NEWS. 



The next meeting of the British Association will be held at Leeds, 
in week commencing September 3d, under the Presidency of Sir 
Frederick Augustus Abel, C.B., D.C.L., D.Sc, F.R.S., V.P.C.S. 

The general Committee will meet on Wednesday, the 3d of Sep- 
tember, at 1 P.M., for the election of sectional officers, and the des- 
patch of business usually brought before that body. On this occasion 
there will be presented the report of the Council, embodying their 
proceedings during the past year. The General Committee will meet 
again on Monday, September 8, at 3 P.M., for the purpose of appoint- 
officers for 1891, and of deciding on the place of meeting in 1892. 
The concluding meeting of this Committee will be held on Wednes- 
day, September 10, at 1 P.M., when the report of the Committee of 
Recommendations will be received. 

The first general meeting will be held on Wednesday, the 3d of 
September, at 8 P.M., when the President will deliver an address; the 
concluding meeting on Wednesday, the 10th of September, at 2.30 
P.M., when the Association will be adjourned to its next place of 
meeting. 

At two evening meetings, which will take at 8.30 P.M., discourses on 
certain branches of science will be delivered. 

There will also be other evening meetings, at which opportunity will 
be afforded for general conversation among the members. 

Sectional Meetings. — The sections are : A, Mathematical and 
Physical Science; B, Chemical Science; C, Geology; D, Biology; 
E, Geography ; F, Economic Science and Statistics ; G, Mechanical 
Science; H, Anthropology. 



